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factor, but on closer consideration the reader will, I think,
find that a fear of the consequences of infringing them, or
dislike at the thought of a breakfastless scramble is certainly
active.

Thus far this account of action has only differed from
that given by any interested observer of man, if it has
differed at all, in that great stress has been laid on the
emotional origin of that persistence which carries out
action, and ' will' has not been treated as a separate
' entity'.

We must go to psychology for further light on the mean-
ing and characteristics of will. To ensure consideration
of mind as an entity manifesting itself in various ways, it
is helpful to consider the psychology of will as the mani-
festation of character. But only if the reader will con-
stantly reconsider the various types of difficulty experienced
by the people he knows, including himself, when they are
faced with transmuting feeling and thought into consistent
conduct, can he collect the necessary experience to interpret
psychologic theory in terms of daily practice.

THE MEANING OF CHARACTER

Certain words are constantly being used to describe man
as he appears to his fellows and hence they are almost
entirely concerned with visible behaviour. But it is im-
portant for the purpose in hand to realise the exact field
of behaviour that is covered by each word. Thus it is
better to use temperament only to describe the results of
those chemical or metabolic changes dealt with in Chapter
I, and to find some more fitting word with which to replace
it in the phrase ' artistic temperament *,

Disposition also must be used carefully, for in ordinary
parlance we often confuse it with temperament and char-
acter. McDougaH uses it to describe the sum total of a
man's native propensities and points out that as a rule we
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